
PSA SAFEGUARDING BULLETIN

Safeguarding means keeping children safe from
harm, promoting their wellbeing, and creating
an environment where they can thrive. It includes
not only physical safety, but also emotional
health, online safety, and protection from
bullying, exploitation or radicalisation.

Safeguarding is a shared responsibility. Staff,
parents, carers, and visitors all play a role by
staying alert to concerns, raising them quickly,
and encouraging children to speak to a trusted
adult if they feel worried.

As a school, we follow clear policies and
procedures to prevent harm, reduce risks, and
respond effectively. We also work to build a
culture of respect and kindness where every
child feels supported and valued.

These newsletters will share regular updates on
safeguarding and practical advice to help you
support your child at home. If you would like to
talk to someone, the contact details for our
Safeguarding Team are on the final page. Thank
you for working with us to keep every pupil safe.

WHAT IS
SAFEGUARDING?

Welcome to the PSA safeguarding bulletin. These will be sent out regularly with the latest news. It is our
collective responsibility to keep your children safe, in and out of school, from any harm. We would

encourage you to speak to your children regularly about the items featured in this bulletin. Thank you in
advance for your support in promoting these messages.



TERM-TIME ABSENCE:
HONESTY MATTERS

We understand that families have different circumstances and that, on occasion, children may need to
be absent from school. However, parents and carers have a responsibility to ensure regular
attendance and to provide accurate and honest information about any absence.

Taking children out of school during term time, particularly for holidays, can have a significant impact
on their education. Even a few days away can mean missing important teaching and learning, making
it harder to catch up and potentially creating gaps in knowledge.

It is also essential that parents are completely honest with the school about the reason for an absence
and their child’s whereabouts. Knowing where children are when they are not in school is a
fundamental part of our safeguarding responsibilities.

Providing false or misleading information about an absence is a serious matter. If a child’s
whereabouts cannot be established, the school may need to make further enquiries or, where
appropriate, refer the matter to the local authority under Children Missing from Education (CME)
procedures.

This is not simply about attendance, it is about safeguarding children, supporting their education and
knowing they are safe.

BUILDING RESILIENCE
Building resilience in children means helping them understand that not every minor illness, tired
morning or small complaint needs to result in a day away from school. Of course, children who
are genuinely unwell should stay at home, and parents should seek medical advice when
necessary.

Sometimes a child may feel unwell first thing in the morning but quickly improve. If your child is
well enough to attend school, please bring them in. NHS guidance can also help parents decide
whether common illnesses require time away from school.

Every day missed is a day of learning lost. Children can miss new concepts, important
explanations, assessments and opportunities to practise their learning. Repeated absence can
create gaps in knowledge and affect academic progress.

Good attendance is also an important safeguarding responsibility. When children are in school,
we know they are safe and receiving their education.

Before keeping your child at home, consider: Are they genuinely too unwell to attend, or could
they manage a normal school day? Supporting them to attend when they are well enough helps
build resilience, independence and positive habits for the future.



FREE LIVE WEBINARS

Topic Date Link

Common Mental
Health Challenges -

Primary
Wednesday 14 October 2026 Register

Common Mental
Health Challenges -

Secondary
Thursday 12 November 2026 Register

Childhood Anxiety -
Primary

Tuesday 17 November 2026 Register

Adolescent Anxiety -
Secondary

Monday 7 December 2026 Register

The Buckinghamshire Mental Health Support Team have free live webinars coming up on children’s
mental health. To sign up to them, click the links below:

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/2b8ff222-6d11-41f8-bb18-6bbd8629190b@759ac89b-2aa4-4973-b048-e6903b46a8b6?source=copyLinkLegacyShareLinkDialog
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/feb5fec9-89a0-4d8a-b0b3-fa5328c6df43@759ac89b-2aa4-4973-b048-e6903b46a8b6
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/ad704aa6-94f5-44c6-ad80-2fdf8ca0eab7@759ac89b-2aa4-4973-b048-e6903b46a8b6
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/9db7fa1e-794d-43d1-a918-cdbe15539956@759ac89b-2aa4-4973-b048-e6903b46a8b6
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95% attendance means 50 hours of
lessons missed, meaning your child
missed about two weeks of lessons.

Every late arrival

Every absence

A lower grade

It all
adds
up...

91%

91% attendance or lower = one grade
lower across all subjects.

Arriving 15 minutes late every day
adds up to two weeks absence a year,
that’s 55 hours of lessons missed.

THE IMPORTANCE OF
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Follow us on social media:

PSA SAFEGUARDING TEAM
Should you have any concerns / issues regarding safeguarding, you can talk to the following
designated safeguarding leads or any other trusted adult in the school. You can also email

safeguarding@psa-bucks.com.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/96211149
https://twitter.com/PSA_Bucks
https://www.facebook.com/people/Pioneer-Secondary-Academy/100083279594275/
https://www.instagram.com/psa_bucks/
mailto:safeguarding@psa-bucks.com
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